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Refugee Sunday
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

“We who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged 
to seize the hope set before us.” 

Hebrews 13:19

The stories of the four individuals on the bulletin cover 
can be found at LIRS.org/RefugeeSunday in the resource library under activities.

Prelude Music

Announcements
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Started by Lutheran Congregations in 1939, LIRS has welcomed
more than 500,000 refugees, migrants impacted by detention,

and unaccompanied migrant and refugee children. 

For more than seven decades, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
has been a champion for migrants and refugees from around the globe. 

Our legacy of courageous and compassionate service
has made a difference in the lives of hundreds of thousands of people

who have sought safety and hope in America’s communities. 

Our history reflects American Lutherans’ deep immigrant roots
and passionate commitment to welcoming newcomers. 

Please join us in worship.
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Please rise for the Opening Hymn and Confession and Forgiveness

OPENING HYMN
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Embracing Refugees in Friendship and Love

The Circle of Welcome is made complete when your faith and community group connects with 

LIRS and a local resettlement agency to accompany a refugee family. Together, we support them 

as they rebuild their lives and are recognized as positive contributors to society.

Our faith calls on us to welcome the stranger. Our history reflects American Lutherans’ deep 

immigrant roots and passionate commitment to welcoming newcomers.  

The goal of the Circle of Welcome is to increase successful integration of refugee families arriving 

in the U.S. and to create meaningful and varied ways for Lutherans and community groups to 

engage with and walk alongside refugee families in service, friendship, and as advocates.  

Join the Circle of Welcome movement!

VOLUNTEER
Visit our website to learn more about how to get involved in welcoming refugee families. 

ADVOCATE
Build awareness of refugees in your congregation/community and advocate with 

and on behalf of refugees at state, local and national levels.

PRAY
Pray for the safety and protection of refugees and immigrants. Designate one Sunday 

of your choosing to celebrate Refugee Sunday LIRS.org/RefugeeSunday.

GIVE
Participating congregations and community groups are partners in this venture and are expected 

to make significant financial contributions that goes directly to welcoming refugee families.

Find more information at LIRS.org/CircleofWelcome



Pastoral Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people whom   
 take refuge in you and have gathered here as a community in Christ’s name.  
 Turn us from our sin and complacency to live for and with you. Give us the   
 power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
 forgiveness, grow in community and welcome others into our hearts and   
 homes in the loving name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
C: Gracious and Merciful God have mercy on us. We confess that we have   
 turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly   
 sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us of our sins, known   
 and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us  
  again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve   
 you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Moment of silence for self-reflection

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
 us alive together with Christ. By God’s grace you have been saved. In the   
 name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you   
 with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
 faith and that we may be encouraged to live in the hope that sets us free   
 while loving and serving our neighbor. 
C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you,
C: And also with you.
P: Let us share Christ’s peace now with others that are gathered in community   
  this day.

L: Ever present God, we ask that you create opportunities around the world and 
 here in this community to put an end to warfare, tyranny, fear, and violence 
 in this world. Strengthen those everywhere who work to build welcoming 
 communities of hope where strangers become neighbors and friends, and 
 brothers and sisters. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

L: Into your hands O Lord we offer these and other petitions trusting in your 
 guidance, power and grace, and remember us in your kingdom and teach us 
 to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please rise for the blessing and closing Hymn

Blessing

Pastor: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
 your minds in the knowledge and love of God, of God’s Son Jesus Christ 
 our Lord; and in the Holy Spirit. May the Triune God remain with you and 
 all people seeking refuge now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN: “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF LIGHT”

ELW 815 or LSB 411

Dismissal

Leader: Go in peace and remember to love and serve the refugee and immigrant.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray:
C: God our provider and refuge, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 
 with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, grace the ministry 
 of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and raise up our voices now to 
 speak on behalf of those most vulnerable in our own community. In Christ’s 
 name we pray, Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

L: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the 
 earth, and all who are in need. Mighty Lord, as you guided the Israelites, 
 through the wilderness and out of bondage to freedom, be a pillar of fire by 
 night and a pillar of cloud by day for refugees in search of new hope and new 
 life and bring them out of persecution to safety. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

L: As you protected the Israelites through 40 years in the desert, protect those 
 who languish for years in refugee housing and camps, detention centers, and 
 around the world. Help refugee families through their times of trial and grant 
 them safety and glad reunions with their families who are waiting to receive 
 them. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Today we remember the fragmented families and traumatized young and 
 teenage children that live in the juvenile and family residential centers and 
 are separated from their loved ones, unable to join families awaiting them 
 here in the United States, and awakened hourly through the night. Shine your 
 grace upon them, that they might be sustained by your love and move quickly 
 from persecution to safety, hope, and a dignified life in the care of loving 
 family and friends. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

L: Inspire our churches and community to care, assist and advocate for the 
 refugee families. Most especially, inspire our government officials to take 
 action to remove darkness from families and our community and find ways to 
 bring light to the community, state and country. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

Congregation may be seated

HYMN
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First Reading: Deuteronomy 5:31 – 6:6

But you, stand here by me, and I will tell you all the commandments, the statutes 
and the ordinances, that you shall teach them, so that they may do them in the 
land that I am giving them to possess.’ You must therefore be careful to do as the 
LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn to the right or to the left. 
You must follow exactly the path that the LORD your God has commanded you, so 
that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in 
the land that you are to possess. Now this is the commandment—the statutes and 
the ordinances—that the LORD your God charged me to teach you to observe in 
the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children 
and your children’s children may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life, 
and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that 
your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so 
that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing 
with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these 
words that I am commanding you today in your heart.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Offering

The offering will go for the ministry of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.

THE OFFERING HYMN
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SERMON

HYMN: “LEAD ME, GUIDE ME”

ELW 768 or LSB 721

Please rise for the Apostle’s Creed

The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Congregation may be seated

Psalm 46

Sing Refrain: “Be Still and Know that I am God”

L: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the   
 mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam,   
 though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
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Text: Anne McNair; refrain based on Ps. 46:10
Music: Anne McNair

Verse: Choir

We see all around us the work of God’s own hands.
All nature demands that we acknowledge God!   Refrain

We hear of God’s glory in song and spoken word.
Proclaim what you’ve heard, and glorify our God!   Refrain

We taste God’s true presence in Christ’s communion bread.
Be still and be led to seek the will of God!   Refrain

We feel called to service, to touch God’s child in need,
to clothe and to feed, to live the grace of God!   Refrain
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Text: Anne McNair; refrain based on Ps. 46:10
Music: Anne McNair

Verse: Choir
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Text: Anne McNair; refrain based on Ps. 46:10
Music: Anne McNair

Verse: Choir
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We feel called to service, to touch God’s child in need,
to clothe and to feed, to live the grace of God!   Refrain
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Sing Refrain

L: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 
 of the Most High. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God  
 will help it when the morning dawns.
C: The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; God utters a voice, the   
 earth melts. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Sing Refrain

L: Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought  
 on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the   
 bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.
C: ‘Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am   
 exalted in the earth.’ The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
 our refuge.

Second Reading: Hebrews 6:13 – 20

When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one greater by whom 
to swear, he swore by himself, saying, ‘I will surely bless you and multiply you.’ 
And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Human 
beings, of course, swear by someone greater than themselves, and an oath given 
as confirmation puts an end to all dispute. In the same way, when God desired to 
show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of 
his purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, 
in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge 
might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We have this hope, 
a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind 
the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a 
high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise for the reading of the Gospel

Pastor: The holy gospel according to St. Luke,
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:23 – 37

Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see 
what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’ 
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor 
as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you 
will live.’

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Jesus 
replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 
of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; 
and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who 
showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation may be seated
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