
EPIPHANY LESSONS AND CAROLS

The service begins with the church in darkness. 
The people stand for the hymns and collects and remain seated for the anthems and lessons. 

PRELUDE 

The candles are lighted during the singing of the anthem. 
The people stand as the procession begins.

ANTHEM OR HYMN

HYMN 283, ELW
Or  379, LSB

PROCESSIONAL HYMN • “O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL”

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

and truth. 

A READING • JOHN 1:1-14

Brothers and sisters, we are gathered to celebrate with joy the appearance of God’s glory in the world 

homage to their King at his birth; and, to hear the prophetic words of Anna and Simeon revealing the 
Christ child as a light to lighten all people. 

that his love and faithfulness may be known in all the world. We pray for the unity and mission of 
Christ’s Church, and for all who minister the gospel of Christ, we pray for the World, that we may have 
reverence for the natural order and respect for every person, made in the image and likeness of God, 
and we pray for those who stand in need, for the lonely, the fearful, the sick and the bereaved, and for 
all who have no one to pray for them. May God our Father take us and use us in his service; may he 
open our eyes to see his glory, and equip us to bless his people, now and at all times. Amen. 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 
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Officiant: 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: 
They that dwell in the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined. 
Arise, shine, for your light has come: 

People:
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Collect 
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him and to be born 
of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and 
grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit: through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

I. THE WORD MADE FLESH 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins,” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”

After the reading the reader says: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.

The First Lesson • Matthew 1:18-23

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 

The Second Lesson • Luke 2:8-20 

Hymn: “That Boy Child of Mary” • Malawi Tradition • HYMN 293, ELW



EPIPHANY LESSONS AND CAROLS

they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and see, as it had been told 
them. 

After the reading the reader says: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been  
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod 
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it sopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road. 

After the reading the reader says: The Word of the Lord. 

Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” • Polish • HYMN 276, ELW Or 393 LSB

Officiant: 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow; in heaven, on earth and under the earth: 
And every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. 
Nations shall come to your light: 

People: And Kings to your dawning brightness. 

Collect:
Almighty Father, by the leading of a star you revealed your only begotten Son to the peoples of the 
Earth: In your mercy grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your glory face to 
face; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

II. THE KING OF THE NATIONS

The Third Lesson • Matthew 2:1-12 
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People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem or Hymn 

Hymn • “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” • HYMN 303, ELW Or 400, LSB

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had 
been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, 
because they are no more.”

After the reading the reader says: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, ‘Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as hold to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

The Fourth Lesson • Matthew 2:13-18 

The Fourth Lesson • Matthew 2:13-18 

Officiant: 
But the hour is coming, and now is, when true worshippers will worship in spirit and truth.
And the Lord, whom you seek: 

People: And Kings to your dawning brightness. 

Collect:
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was presented in the Temple in
Substance of our flesh, and was acclaimed the glory of Israel and the light of the nations: Grant that in
him we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, and in the world may reflect his glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

III. LIGHT TO THE WORLD
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that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child praised 
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

After the reading the reader says: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn • “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” • HYMN 815, ELW Or 411, LSB

Sending Hymn • Nimemwona Bwana” • We have seen the Lord – Tanzania • HYMN 869, ELW

Postlude 

Offering Hymn • “He Came Down” • Cameroon Tradition • HYMN 253, ELW

Silence for Reflection follows the Message 

Prayers of the People 
Lord’s Prayer 

The Blessing 

We have heard how the Wise Men journeyed to meet the Lord and how the Holy Family journeyed to 
Egypt for safety. Hear the testimony of those who have journeyed to be with us today, as we witness 
to the Light that has come into our world. 

(This may be a time for refugees or immigrants to share their faith story with the gathered assembly, 
or for a short homily)

The congregation is invited to come forward to place your offering in the plates in front of the pews. 
Please come forward by the center aisles and return to your seat by the side aisles. 

Officiant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

(Repeat until all have returned to their places) 

Message

Offering
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