
JOIN LIRS IN  
THE LONG WELCOME
BECOME A CO-SPONSOR

For more than 80 years, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS) has welcomed individuals fleeing persecution and seeking refuge in 
America. LIRS has worked together in partnership with congregations just 
like yours to answer the biblical call to welcome the stranger. Together we 
work towards a world in which all migrants and refugees are protected, 
embraced and empowered in a world of just and welcoming communities. 
Our long legacy of welcome continues today. 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me”  
Matthew 25:35

WHAT IS CO-SPONSORSHIP?

Co-Sponsorship is the gift of walking alongside and supporting a refugee 
family after their arrival. You can make a difference in your community by 
supporting a newly arrived family.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

Congregations and community groups are invited to become co-sponsors. 
Congregations can co-sponsor a family within their faith community or can 
work together with other congregations to come together to co-sponsor a 
family. Be creative! As long as your group is represented by a congregation, 
you can co-sponsor a family. 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?

 →  Commitment to one year of walking alongside newly arrived refugees 

 →  Sign a written commitment with your local resettlement agency 
to provide friendship, encouragement, and support

 → Raise between $3,000 and $7,000 to help meet the family’s needs

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

Interested in discerning how your congregation can join us in the work 
of welcome? Visit lirs.org/EMMAUS

If your congregation is ready to learn more information and sign-up for 
co-sponsorship, visit lirs.org/circle-of-welcome
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