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A LETTER FROM LIRS LEADERSHIP
Thinking about 2018 calls forth mixed emotions. Grief – for the families  
that will carry the trauma of family separation for the rest of their lives. 
Pride – for the way that LIRS stepped into a leadership role to offer 
protection to migrant families and refugees. And finally, hope. 

The incredible support we received from people like you reminds us  
that America, just like LIRS, is not defined by our struggles, but by our 
response to those struggles.

In 2018, LIRS was on the frontlines, offering vital care to individuals  
seeking refuge in the United States.

In a year underscored by shameful anti-immigrant rhetoric, LIRS stood 
firmly as a prophetic witness to the truth: that migrants and refugees – 
regardless of their religion or country of origin – deserve to be treated  
with human dignity and compassion.

Throughout the year we lived out this truth to the fullest, offering homes 
and communities to thousands of refugees, meeting heartbroken migrant 
families with open hearts and helping hands, and caring for vulnerable 
unaccompanied minors as God’s children.

We were no strangers to adversity, but we met harbingers of hate, division,  
and injustice with determination and an unwavering faith in our mission. 

Never in this country has our work been so critical – and your support 
makes all of it possible.

With gratitude and hope,

Bishop Michael Rinehart 
Board Chair,  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Krish O’Mara Vignarajah
President & CEO,  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
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In 2018, we also provided safe, stable  
       homes to NEARLY 1,700 

CHILDREN who entered 
our care WITHOUT A 

PARENT or caregiver. 
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SPEARHEADING FAMILY 
REUNIFICATION EFFORTS

“I saw the smiles and happiness 
in their eyes, and it just 
made the visit so worthwhile. 
Before we assisted this family, 
they had little direction; I am 
happy to say that we were 
able to equip this family with 
resources that will make their 
transition to the United States 
a lot easier.”

—  FAMILY REUNIFICATION  
CASE WORKER ON HELPING 
FAMILIES AT THE HEIGHT OF  
THE “ZERO TOLERANCE” POLICY

“At one point during her 
time with us, she colored 

a picture of Nemo from 
Finding Nemo and said 
that she felt like she 

was Nemo when she and 
her dad were separated.”

— VOLUNTEER WORKING  
WITH LIRS PARTNER ON FAMILY 

REUNIFICATION

Because 

EVERY  
CHILD DESERVES 

the chance to thrive in a safe, LOVING HOME. 

“ Regardless of where you are from or the 
language you speak, we all just want to be 
safe, loved, and respected.”

—  CASSONYA COLEMAN, FOSTER PARENT FOR THE LIRS 
NETWORK

In addition to offering trauma-informed care to these 
children, LIRS ADVOCATED BOLDLY AGAINST THE 
“ZERO-TOLERANCE” POLICY ON CAPITOL HILL 
and fueled public outcry through media outreach, 
with coverage in outlets including the Washington 
Post, Wall Street Journal, ABC, and MSNBC.

LIRS was proud to lead a unified national response 
that pressured the administration into reversing its 
family separation policy.

In 2018, we safely reunited 

1,979 children with 
their families here in the 
United States. 

During this time, LIRS helped 215 
FAMILIES settle into welcoming communities.  
In the months that followed, LIRS offered  
continued support, providing 452 REFERRALS 

to families in need of 
community services, 
INCLUDING 134 TO 
LEGAL SERVICES  
and 65 FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES.

As a champion of  
CHILD WELFARE  
services for more than  YEARS, 
LIRS was ONE OF JUST TWO NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATIONS to offer 
EMERGENCY SUPPORT 
AND EXTENDED CARE  
to families as a part  

of government  
reunification operations. 

In 2018, LIRS offered protection and care to  children, including 

148 who were RIPPED FROM THEIR PARENTS DURING THE FAMILY SEPARATION CRISIS. 
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BREAKING THROUGH THE 
ISOLATION OF DETENTION

 WHILE HEADLINES SURFACED WITH FALSE AND FEARFUL  
 RHETORIC ABOUT IMMIGRANTS, LIRS OFFERED A COUNTER-  
 NARRATIVE BASED IN REALITY: WE ARE ALL HUMAN BEINGS  
 WHO DESERVE TO BE TREATED WITH LOVE AND COMPASSION. 

In 2018, LIRS also published two public 
reports and fought 72 bills and regulatory 
measures seeking to dismantle the rights 
of adults and children in detention.

For more than a decade, LIRS has led a 
network of compassionate individuals 
spending their free time to offer hope to 
those in immigration detention facilities 
across the nation. In 2018, our volunteers 
visited 2,200 detainees at 23 detention 
centers nationwide.

In September 2018, LIRS led 
a mission to Tucson to raise 
awareness of the conditions 
of the detention centers and 
immigration facilities housing 
children and adults—and to 
strengthen partnerships 
with church bodies and 
community organizations 
that work alongside our 
network partners to 
protect migrants.

In December 2018, LIRS 
delivered over 12,353 
handwritten cards to 
families in detention. 
Private donations 
enabled us to purchase 
Christmas gifts for 
about 1,500 children, 
more than doubling 
the impact from last 
year’s Hope for the 
Holidays campaign.

Nearly 200 
individuals, 
churches, and 
communities 
participated in 
this campaign!

“ Without a moment’s 
hesitation, LIRS stepped 
up to respond to the family 
separation crisis, based on 
our unwavering commitment 
to family unity and ensuring 
that all God’s children are 
welcomed, protected and 
offered love and warmth, 
not concrete floors and mylar 
blankets. Our supporters made  
this work possible.”

— KRISH O’MARA VIGNARAJAH,  
PRESIDENT AND CEO,  
LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION  
AND REFUGEE SERVICE
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GUIDING REFUGEES TOWARD  
SELF-SUFFICIENCY

 DESPITE ONGOING EFFORTS TO DRASTICALLY CURB  
 NEW REFUGEE ADMISSIONS, LIRS PURSUED ITS MISSION  
 THROUGH BOLD ADVOCACY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT,  
 AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT.

LIRS resettled 3,913 refugees in 2018 across 22 states and in more than 46 cities.

In 2018, partners hosted more than 
1,870 community engagement events, 
such as fundraisers, community 
awareness events and vigils supporting 
immigrants and refugees.

In 2018, LIRS hosted Migrant and Refugee 
Leadership Academy events in five states—
Georgia, New Hampshire, Nebraska, Ohio, 
and Texas—training a total of 123 new 
migrants and refugees to be advocates and 
leaders in their communities.

LIRS had a stand-out year 
empowering refugees currently 
living in our communities.

EMPOWERING FAMILIES:  
We grew our Circle of 
Welcome program to include 
40 congregations with 
participants offering countless 
volunteer hours to support 
refugee households in adapting 
to America.

EMPOWERING WOMEN: We 
piloted our domestic violence 
screening tool and awarded a total 
of $50,000 to two partners seeking 
to launch women’s empowerment 
programming. The RefugeeOne Sewing 
Studio in Chicago is a vocational program 
for women to learn a new skill, build a 
social network, and earn flexible income. 
The Pamoja Women’s Integration Program 
by Lutheran Family Services- Rocky 
Mountain in Denver combines a mentor 
and peer support approach to building 
social bridges, bonds and links.  

EMPOWERING YOUTH: We launched 
Refugee Youth Career Pathways, a new 
program dedicated to empowering refugee 
youth to pursue careers – not just jobs.

Together we served more than 200 
refugees and families in these programs.

With generous support from Starbucks 
and the Office of Refugee Resettlement, 
LIRS launched Refugee Youth Career 
Pathways in Atlanta, Houston, Brooklyn, 
Phoenix, Omaha, Albuquerque, and 
Hyattsville, offering targeted training  
to 89 youth.

HAVE A  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 

HOST COMMUNITY  
CELEBRATIONS OR EVENTS

OFFER EMPLOYMENT 
ADVANCEMENT  
PROGRAMMING

ENGAGE REFUGEES IN 
POLITICAL ADVOCACY 

ENGAGE REFUGEES  
IN VOLUNTEERING 

A SNAPSHOT OF THE LIRS NETWORK

Our network includes providers 
offering refugee resettlement, 
immigration, foster care, family 
reunification and “safe release” 
services ensuring the safety and 
well-being of unaccompanied 
children. In 2018: 

“ If it was not for this program, I 
would still be working at a minimum 
wage job at Dulles Airport, but now 
I have a bright future working as 
an IT professional. I am taking this 
class to fulfill my dream; without 
this fund, I would not be able to 
pursue my education. I appreciate 
this program for helping me to 
achieve my career goal.”  

—ASADULLAH MANSOORI, 21-YEARS-OLD
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“ LIRS has helped me to harness the 
power of my own story in a way 
that I was not able to do before. I 
can now speak to any audience and 
capture the essence of, not only 
my story, but the human story... 
and rally the audience into 
action toward our collective 
responsibility as humans to take 
care of each other regardless 
of one’s race, religious 
affiliation, gender identity 
or sexual orientation.” 

— NYAMAL TUTDEAL, 
MIGRANT & REFUGEE 
LEADERSHIP  
ACADEMY ALUMNI
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CIR CL E OF W E L C OME PA R T NE R S

L IR S SER V ICE PA R T NER S

FA I T H - C OMMUNI T IE S W HO H AV E 
GI V EN OR HO S T E D E V E N T S

MAP KE Y

LIRS ON THE FRONTLINES
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LEADING A MOVEMENT OF 
WELCOME IN AMERICA

 TOGETHER, WE RAISE OUR VOICES, AND OPEN OUR HEARTS  
 AND OUR HOMES AS WE WELCOME THE STRANGER. 

“ I am concerned by this ‘America First’ or ‘America Only’ mindset. 
People are saying that we need to keep others out in order to 
take care of our own people … and it’s just not true. The truth 
is, we were all immigrants once.”

— EARL AND SANDY PUT THEIR BELIEFS INTO ACTION, CHOOSING TO MAKE A  
LEGACY GIFT TO ENSURE THAT LIRS WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT NEWCOMERS  

FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

“ I came here in 2014...  
I now know what refugees 
have gone through. I know 
they live in situations 
where there is often  
no medical attention, 
their food is scarce.  
I also know that people  
in America have helped 
me, and that I should  
do the same.”

— YAKUB ABDUMOLA WAS RESETTLED 
BY LIRS IN 2014. SINCE THEN, HE 
HAS GIVEN GENEROUSLY TO LIRS TO 
SUPPORT OTHERS WHO COME TO 
AMERICA AS A REFUGEE AS HE DID. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
GENEROUS SUPPORT.

—The LIRS Family
 

LIRS RECEIVED A  
RECORD 14,832 
DONATIONS LAST YEAR 

 

 

JOINED THE LIRS DONOR FAMILY IN 2018

 

 

WE HAVE SUPPORTERS IN  
2,721 CITIES AND ALL 50 STATES
 

 
WE ENGAGED MORE THAN 30,000 
YOUNG PEOPLE THROUGH OUR  
WIDE RANGE OF PROGRAMS 
DEDICATED TO THEIR WELL-BEING.

 

DONORS ARE FAITHFUL 
SUPPORTERS, GIVING  
TO LIRS FOR MORE 
THAN 10 YEARS.

 
 

 

OVER 400 FORMER REFUGEES 
CHOSE TO DONATE TO LIRS LAST 
YEAR AND JOIN IN SUPPORTING 

FAMILIES JUST LIKE THEM.

 
CONGREGATIONS  
FROM ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY JOINED IN  
OUR WORK AND SUPPORTED US FINANCIALLY.
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FINANCES FOR 2018
Statement of Financial Position

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Dollars in thousands

ASSETS 
Cash & Cash Equivalents  $12,525 
U.S. Government Receivable  $4,598 
Investment in Lutheran Center Corporation  $3,424 
Other Assets  $2,450

Total Assets  $23,028

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses  $7,204 
Long-term Debt  $1,802

Total Liabilities  $9,006

NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted  $13,264 
Temporarily Restricted  $758

Total Net Assets  $14,021

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
$23,028

Statement of Activities & 
Changes in Net Assets

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Dollars in thousands

SUPPORT & REVENUE 
Contributions – Private Sources $6,213 
U.S. Government and State $41,631 
Fees and Other Revenue $2,862

Total Support and Revenue $50,706

Expenses 
Program Services $46,475 
Management and General $4,268 
Fundraising $1,183 
Total Expenses $47,928

Change in Net Assets $2,777

Net Assets, Beginning of Year $11,244

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $14,021



Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service
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